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Summary:
Mental illnesses are devastating conditions of the brain that and are among the biggest causes of

disability in Croatia and worldwide. While some of the most severe mental illness, such as
schizophrenia, effect less than 1% of the population, others such as depression affect 10-15% of
people at some stage during their lifetime. There is therefore a huge need to understand better the
biology behind these conditions, so that we can work towards better diagnosis and treatment of
patients. We investigate the role of specific genes and proteins in these conditions, through looking
at their effect on human cells. We will explain the ideas behind this work, as well as demonstrate
the type of experiments we perform.
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