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Summary: 
Mental illnesses are devastating conditions of the brain that and are among the biggest causes of 
disability in Croatia and worldwide. While some of the most severe mental illness, such as 
schizophrenia, effect less than 1% of the population, others such as depression affect 10-15% of 
people at some stage during their lifetime. There is therefore a huge need to understand better the 
biology behind these conditions, so that we can work towards better diagnosis and treatment of 
patients. We investigate the role of specific genes and proteins in these conditions, through looking 
at their effect on human cells. We will explain the ideas behind this work, as well as demonstrate 
the type of experiments we perform. 
 
 
Biographies: 
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(England) in 2005, before moving to the University of Edinburgh (Scotland) for his doctoral studies. 
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the Heinrich Heine University in Düsseldorf (Germany), before he moved to Rijeka in 2017, in order 
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Bobana Samardžija holds an undergraduate degree in the field of Biotechnology and Drug 
Research, while being enrolled at the moment in graduate programme Drug research and 
development at University of Rijeka. At the moment, she is doing research about correlation of 
aggregation of proteins and mental illnesses. In her free time, Bobana is passionate about 
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